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Afsaneh Cooper 

A good answer will be mostly your own thoughts, supported at times by citations. Quoting should 
be done very sparingly, if at all.

LST6281 
Understanding Language

Major Assignment 
Feedback 

Score out of Comments

Q1: Grammar and language
Discussion of grammar — Explain your point 
of view on this topic, and your reasons for it. 

6 10 There are some good sources here. 
The main problem is that your answer consists 
of quotes from other people (all attributed), 
but with no commentary from you to lead the 
reader from place to place. 
This means that I don't have a good way of 
assessing your understanding.

Information from others —  What sources 
have you found in the literature that have 
informed your view?

6 10

Pedagogical insights — How does this 
translate into teaching?

6 10

Subtotal 18 30
Q2: Issues in English
Data gathering — Were you able to generate 
some examples? Did they cover the 
phenomenon you were studying, with no 
obvious gaps?

6 10
A better way to go would be to do your own 
writing, but then use sources sparingly to 
make your point. This would be better than the 
wholesale copying and pasting of information. 
Your work needs to be your own. 
Your presentation is the same sort of thing. 
There’s a lot of information from other people 
here, but it’s not structured in a coherent way.

Analysis — Were you able to make a hypothesis 
that explains the data? If you looked up other 
sources, how did their explanation stack up? 
Does your hypothesis cover more of the data 
than theirs?

6 10

Your presentation — Is it clear? interesting? 
useful? reasonably complete?

6 10

Subtotal 18 30

Q3: Machine translation 13 20

This part was quite interesting. You chose some 
good sentences, and there was some good 
analysis. It could still use some generalisation 
over the cases. What do computers have 
problems with in general? 
When it was your own work, it was good. When 
it was bulk copying and pasting, it was less so.

Q4: Prescriptivism and the corpus 12 20

This exercise was to examine one prescriptive 
rule in detail, and investigate its validity in the 
light of corpus data. Your treatment of the 
question is a very broad look at a lot of rules, 
but without much depth of analysis. However, I 
can tell that you do understand the general 
concept: check sources like the Google Ngram 
Viewer.

Q5: Indirect speech acts 12 20
As before, your part of the analysis is a small 
part of the total, and text from others 
constitutes the bulk of your answer.

Total 73 120
or, in more normal terms 60.8 100




